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‘CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

Mesilla Valley CASA, Inc.

119 N. Downtown Mall ~ Las Cruces, NM 88001 (575) 527-0035 Phone ~ (575) 527-0038 Fax

August 2010

BOOK ‘EM DANO

Books matter. Alot. According to a new
study published in the journal research in
Social Stratification and Mobility, there is a
strong correlation between a child’s
academic achievement and the number of
books his or her parents own. It's even more
important than whether the parents went to
college or hold white-collar jobs.

The study was conducted over 20 years in 27
countries, and surveyed more than 70,000
people. Researchers found that children who
grew up in a home with more than 500 books
spent 3 years longer in school than children
whose parents had only a few books. Also, a
child whose parents have lots of books is
nearly 20 percent more likely to finish college.

For comparison purposes, the children of
educated parents (defined as people with at
least 15 years of schooling were 16 percent
more likely than the children of less-educated
parents to get their college degrees. Formal
education matters, but not as much as books.

Parents give their infants toy books to play
with in the bath read stories to little children at
bed-time; give books as presents to older
children; talk, explain, imagine, fantasize, and
play with words unceasingly. Their children
get a taste for all this, learn the words, master
the skills, buy the books, and that pays off
handsomely in schools.

Even a relatively small number of books can
make a difference. A child whose family has
25 books will, on average, complete two more
years of school than a child whose family is
bookless.

Article kindly taken from Forever Young Magazine July 2010

From left to right Enedina Sanchez and daughter
Damariz Lopez, Doreen Gallegos, and Mary Hampton

Mesilla Valley CASA Staff
At Information Fair
Hosted by the City of Las Cruces
Saturday, July 10, 2010

Tax Holiday

New Mexico Gross Receipts Tax Holiday. This
year it's August 6-8, and if you have school-
age children, it's nothing short of a bonanza.
For that weekend the state suspends collection
of gross receipts tax on sales of qualifying
items so you can buy the items tax free.

Because many merchants also absorb the tax
on a number of non-qualifying items, you are
the beneficiary all around. Please see our
publication EY1-203., Gross Receipts Tax
Holiday, for the scoop on this popular
program that has been in effect since 2005.



http://www.tax.newmexico.gov/SiteCollectionDocuments/Publications/FYI-Publications/FYI-203__GROSS%20RECEIPTS%20TAX%20HOLIDAY%20-%20July%202009.pdf
http://www.tax.newmexico.gov/SiteCollectionDocuments/Publications/FYI-Publications/FYI-203__GROSS%20RECEIPTS%20TAX%20HOLIDAY%20-%20July%202009.pdf
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OPTIMIST

INTERNATIONAL

Scramble Format
4-Person Teams

Cost of $110 per person
Includes:

918 Holes of Golf
9 Dinner and Cart

Save the Date

Friday, Septenitb&r2010
The Noon Optimist Club
4th Annual Golf Tournament

Proceeds to Support
Mesilla Valley CASA, Inc.

Sonoma Ranch Golf Course
Las Cruces, NM

%f,gﬂg{/—é Would you |ike to hear how your
007-77/55[57— a difference in @ chil dUf{
IN K/Df For Sponsorship Information Contact:
Len Hampton 575-405-9001 or Don Murphy 575-202-8487
TR
Birthday Wishes! Congratulations on yo

Angelica Lopez 8/6
Deryl Palmer 8/27
ThomasZZekdRamirez 8/28

CASA Anniversss

Shellon Balléwrs
Susie Samuel 3 yrs

Karen Stevens 8/2 Rita Triva 9yrs
Angelina Valdespino 8/2 Stocker

FOUNDATION
Orer 20 Oars of e
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Free Training Opportunity

MASGC

Mariposa Autism Service Center

ABA: Applied Behavior Analysis, Most effective evidence-based therapeutic approach for
children diagnosed with Autism

Hearts for Autism, Fund established at Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico, is sponsoring the
presentation of a distinguished Board Certified Behavior Analyst, Katrina Hille, she will offer to the public a chance
to obtain rewarding information about ABA.

Free to the public.

Where: Memorial Medical Center Conference Room MNCA
When: Saturday, August 28th, 2010
Time: 9am - 12 pm

Please RSVP by Thursday, August 26th by 5:00 pm to reserve a space

P: 575.526.6682
F: 575.523.7254

2
Special f J
Reques ﬁ) Potluck Lunch
August 9, 2010
C . . i 12 noon-1pm
yov xed ool s CASA Office
case please, please ,
please, remember to /\/ Bring a dish, any that you wish,
’ : as long as you share!
drop by the CASA office ~ gasy -

periodically to check

your mailboxes. Some \ -

are pretty full. Q\‘) ~ \5{‘5
b / // 7
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Request for Your Input
By New Mexico Aging and
Long-Term Services Department

The New Mexico Elder Economic Security Project will be
asking adults 55 years and older from across New Mexico
to share their story about how they are doing in the weak
economy. The current economy makes it more and more
difficult for older adults in New Mexico to live
economically well. This is particularly true for older adults
living on fixed incomes. We know that the actual cost of
living is much higher than what most people realize.

Therefore, we are looking for participants willing to share
their experiences to improve the economic situation of
elders in New Mexico. We will be sharing the stories we
gather to urge the New Mexico Legislature, local
governme n toféicgals and social service agencies across
the State to make good decisions about policies and
programs which support retirement and financial stability
for older New Mexicans. In conclusion, the information
you provide will help improve theliveso f  Ne w Mg
elders, their families and whole communities.

For those interested in participating in this project, please
contact Noél Martinez at 575-571-0746 or at
noel.martinez@state.nm.us for more information.

Thank you for your time,
Noél Martinez, Project Assistant

This project is being led by the New Mexico Aging and
Long-Term Services Department, in partnership with
Wider Opportunities for Women, the University of New
Me xi co06s | nicsLaw, TEWA WomenfUnitEdu

o
and the Governorods Women{

WHEN CHILDREN CAN'T SPEAK
FOR THEMSELVES,

w§'

CASA Efforts to Outcomes

A Message from Judge J. Dean Lewis (ret.),

editorof The Judges6 Page ng¢

In April 2010, the National CASA Association
implemented a new web-based performance
management system for CASA/GAL programs known
as Efforts to Outcomes (ETO). Judges may have
questions about the introduction of ETO and should
rest assured that the new system is secure and will
protect confidentiality.

Some of the primary benefits of CASA ETO are:

I ETO uses a data center that meets federal
government security standards.

1 ETO is HIPPA compliant and password
protected. All interactions are date/time
stamped.

1 ETO has state-of-the-art online security that
will allow staff and volunteers to interact with
the system from virtually anywhere, at any
time, as long as access to a computer with a
web browser is available.

1 ETO will allow programs to focus on efforts,
outcomes and participant progress as part of
a performance management approach to
CASA/GAL work.

1 ETO was designed and developed by former
case managers, and this hosted solution (no
software to install) is supported by human
service professionals.

National CASA is moving in this direction for a number
of reasons. State and local CASA/GAL programs are
increasingly being asked by funders for more
information about the impact of their efforts. They
need more than the simple aggregate numbers of
children served and anecdotal stories on the impact of
CASA/GAL programs.

ETO has been developed by Social Solutions, a
pioneer in this field, and provides performance
management data to a number of nonprofits, state and
federal agencies. National CASA alone does not have
the resources to develop the tool and provide a level
of training and assistance that is called for by
hundreds of programs around the country and thus
has partnered with Social Solutions. Social Solutions
has a number of clients for whom they have
developed successful ETO programs including the US
Department of Health and Human Services, Annie E.
Casey Foundation, Gates Foundation and others.
Further information can be secured from their website,
www.socialsolutions.com.



mailto:noel.martinez@state.nm.us
http://www.socialsolutions.com/

